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INTERIOR DESIGN
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Montréal scene 1

Ingenious in both use of space and economy of detail,
this new theatre conversion has been designed to realise
the potential of a restricted urban site.

The Thedoe dAupourd i, an
exenmamal comgpany baded in
Nanitreal, i commitied o tha
production of Ouébecais drama
Thir cormparty reguired & caniraly
located perBimance SHace, nat
brinted by resInclions impoded by
traditional suditanum faim. S
weithin & turr-ol-1he -cantuny black
af rud S1-Dareg, e i theatre
has baen planned within lwa
axisiryg houses. Onby a law
denails - railings, sLaFcaa, 4
sculpiung and 1he naw wirkdow
framas - pravick & subitle hint of
hir rerieal af 1his piecs of the
urian fabis

By contrast the performance
space, a masenny beo cladin gune
meptal blue shiplapped steel
plate,is upressed pmphaticaly
Lacaied within the volurma
Epemely pooupiod by a cinema
but desigrad 50 25 10 be clearly
visitle from tha stree, itis
brightly colcured and planned
within a genarous fovar which
opens diracthy off nue St-Denis
Thaa blue boo is-8 frea-standing
object surcunded by tha foyer
which iz imended 10 be read as an
extension of the ireat. Within
thi pedformance space itseld, all
inteerial surfaces have Been
dasigned 10 alow tha welume o
ba charged [ Satsly the
diflerent demands af a changing

]

PrORraMITE of PErTanmances
Bagad on idaas for craating
faible theatre spaces denelopaed
by designens such as Geange
|zarsaur arnd Jubes Fesher, th
greard plane here can be adapled
thraugh Systems of hydrauic
floar kits and seating modulas
allorwing awida ranga of different
caonfliguratians 10 be created, from
1hir traditanal prascenium 1o
1heatre i tha raund,

The wals aremadaupaf a
ayslam of rarsble hinged
parls which are faced inweod
an ong e and painted Black on
b cthar, They can bg aranged
10 suit tha demands of a paricular
diractor and 10 descrige the shape
of changing seating layeuts within
tha space, The ceiling is 8 grid of
sl wires that can ba used by
lighting cperators,

Anove the fover, there is a larga
rehieassal room which has been
plannad 20 that it can be rented
ouT a8 a0 indagendant
parformance space. It has direct
Becasg from ihe sreat and (8 Blss
linkied 1o 8 MEzZane thal ogens.
eI B Rooiogs Derrace already
s 3% an auldoor 1Healre Space
cuisng e Surmime. 8.0,
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INTERIOR DESIGN

This second theatre by
Saucier + Perrotte creates a
new world within a world,
by means of sensitive,
wll-crafted architecture
that expresses a Modernist
formality.

1
Uriike tha Thdbtre f Augourd bl o0
Wit Ba#Te8 BIEeRL, W it Thobbire ks
Pidaaus Viert hias & dhacamily naw
Eroringe.

2

Ths bk of whas Susditosbarm i
smphasisad s kind of fres-
Warding viskirre

Montreéal scene 2

Thia Thtditre du Rideau Vart is the
obdest thaalire company 0

Cuebec and is homa 1o a numbsar
of motabda Canadan dramatists
and drectors including Michal
Tramblay. The company faat
maved nto the buikding in rue 5t-
Denis n 1960 and alter 30 years
i than location recaned & grant 10
complataly damaoish thras

j Diribear S1rwciunas and

Biir
rabuild the thestre

Wi 1hwe Théhitna
d Augourd'hui (pB0) was largely
contaned bahind axisting

facades, this new theatna on the
SAME I8l Creatas a new front
hin a bilack of three-sloney

daanone fromed buld
1 TR [ADE Mired s
main facada of the

presanis an &l

bury. The
vy thestie

Tha ariginal cancgy, which has
been carefully restoned, locates
tha main entrance

baon design

fncy :h__

DN fmphy

il WOl e 1w
3 i berved fiowar o fior
space around the object while tha
audiovium fisslf has bean shapad




INTERICR DESIGN

a
Inside e Imprawive sudiorem.
N
Thii o weith ik farving Balooay,

and colaunad to undedine s
signifizanca. The back wall of tha
parfarmance space i3 raked back
ard coloured dark grean This
ks it cledrky visibda from both
levwrls o this foer and alss
criates adistnes thresheld
batwaren the putdic spaces and
the workd of the irmagination
within the theatre itsed, A long
skairgatended threugh the fopar
aref aloog B Sida wall of tha
auditoriver, Turther Bmphasises
the procassion through the
bruibdfirgy ared Frewm one world inte
b,

oresa wectien thiough suditichim

2 i sréranca
B wregs

The timibar-lined auditorivm has
araditicnal proscanium layoul
and a 11al of 426 seats. The
baleony Becommaocies 125
seats and sdditonal backstage
facilives for dressing
oS, S0o0es nd highting control
ara plarmed at 1his level. Two
ligghting carealks allow complate
fleaikyility of lighUng arrangedrments
and 1here is 8 5 m darmetes
ratating platbodrn inagrated into
1he atage Tiooe

Thirs riodest schama
succassiully integratas tha
design af a range of dversa and

dermanding puiic and prevata
aciviteas within a conlined urban
space. Ard it suecessiully creales
3 ree wearkd werthin o wearkd with 3
sansiive welkoafiod architectiang
that expresses o Modernist
toernafiny on the street. B.C

Thdriae du Radiars Ve, honiea!

et
Sauted &« Palione
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