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Beauty clinic

Vivid eolour, space-dissolving mirrors and
spare economy of materials animate this
hairdressing and beauty salon in Montreal.
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The design for Oribite. 3 besury
salon tucked into the grownd
fioor of a new building on Laurier
Serget i Montreal contrasts the
extrowers theatrical world of the
habrdresser with 3 privacy morg
wsual for a health clinic. By
|uxtaposing an existing imposed
spmmetry projected in the
facada and plan of 2 new building
with these two spects of the
pragramme, Saucier & Parrate
hawe imbued a modest interior
design project with material and
spatial significance.

Thae scheme enthusiasically
adopts the austers qualities of
an inherived building shell. As in
the Cinémathéque Québécaise
(AR August 1998}, light shapes
space. White walls predominae,
but in one half of the salen they
are welescoped in plan. Panels of
mirror and glass are suspended
within the space. Together with
strips of coloured light sec
between the telescoped walls
they create a series of places
where both hairdresser and
customer become consplcucus
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remarkable complexity and
magic that is also forcefully
projecred into the street.

Alangside the place where hair
it trimemed and teased, another is
intended for more radical
wransformations. Screened by a
series of transluecent glazed
screens and crganized for
privacy, it is in gharp contrase 1o
the beldly wpright hairdressers’
chairs that put people on show,
Lighe is manipulated to reflect off
white surfaces ensuring that the
faces and hands to be treaved are
chearly vizible to the beautician,
while keeping the identity of the
customers discreetly away from
public view,

Dretailimg is minimal, in places
to the point that it seems almast
invisible. Fittings have the
economical elegance of
instrumaents, while the design of
the lighting and use of different
types of glass and colour create
layers of transparency and
transhucence which imparta
fieting sense of mystery and
ephemerality. BRIAN CARTER
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BEAUTY SALOMN, MONTREAL, CANADA

SAUCIER & PERROTTE
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