MODERN INSTITUTIONS
Holl in Helsinki
Torp’s BA headquarters




The recently completed
Cindmathéque Qudbécalze =
consisting of 2 serles of public
exhibition galleries, two
cimprays, an arekive, film sehssl
and a calé — iz 2 new cultral
focus which has been developed
i the hearr of the cigy of
Monvreal, The project s been
realized inlarge part by adapting
a former schoal an Boulevard de
Mzlsonnewrve Ese and re-using an
dpant pwa-storay brick
bileirng ehan was Faemurly
vaLant

The 3chood has been
replanned to house a range of
public spaces ar soreer level with
the sdranistrative alfices of the
ginkmaithedue an the floar

MOVING IMAGE

Combining activity, artifacts and an exploration of the qualities of light, this film
centre in the heart of Mantreal projects the cinematic image into the life of the city,

above. Exverrally its ornate
brick znd stone frcade has been
rexaingd bur che interior spages
radically reseganined w
accommesdate foyers, 3 shap and
the newly fitted owt space fora
175 seat cinema. A range of
classrooms, offices, tudios and
exhibition areas for the flm
school have been skilflly fivced
within the renovated brick shell
of the other building,

The character of the
cirdémathéque is. however, most
emphaticaly esablished by a
new buibding constriscred within
the sbot of space beoween these
Dwice eitting strudtiares, The
addition of 3 connecting link
across the back of the site
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houses 2 café, 3 amall new
cimema 2nd exhilition gallery.
This conmection akse frames an
outdoor dining terrace which iz
directly accessible from both
café and street and oreates 2 sioe
for a naow lnghs box,

As the word light refecs te
conditions of welght and
lllumdnackon, so the design af this
particular boo gxplores both of
these qualities within the
context of the moving image. In
describing the differences
berween 2 photograph and the
maowing imge, LTI $¢.nug kas
noted b movies and
televivion programs light up
walls, Nicker and go out™ and ic
is these aspects of movement

and charging bight qualities which
have aleo clearly isformed the
design of the new light box and
the everall organization of the
cinémathéque.

The light box, connecned to
the main sureet by 3 delizate
steel bridge acress 2 constructed
cut, is the mzln entrance 1o the
budlding. Thiz enurange is signad
by » gridded glass sorean which
projects cut over the doacs of
the encry lobby and 2lso exvends
beyaond the box 23 2 consplosous
layer drawn acrons the restored
brick and swene facade of the old
s¢hool building. A plece of this
glazed skin is translucent and
farms a screen which s used to
projest mewing images thag can
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Estrance lahiby, with the eshibitiss
area berosd [right) & monschromatic
paletts of gray, back and white i
combimsd with kard-sdged detsiling.
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be viewed from the street
The idea of large-scale
outdesr scresns for the mowing

image. racted i the drive
cinema amnd energetically
promaved by Archigram, has
subsequently appeared In the
work of archivects a3 divarsa as
Ventri and Rogers. In the
recent past however it iz a
potent idea that rarely survived
translation from drawing to
building, By comparisen o the
widi scraen prapoted for the
Centre Pompidou for examiple,
this Montreal screen is madest
yetreal ltis extraordinarily
successful A significant pargof
that sisccess is that the dasign
has been developed not merely
as an elevational dewice but also
in section, By considering the
mavement of praple through the
building as an integral part of the

scheme and consequently
planning a ramped posserele
throwgh the public spaces of the

cindimathdgque botwe
projector and screen, the
sithouetted images of people
mewing within che building also
appaar perigdically on tha

SErign,

The light box develops the
section in other ways so as to
characterize a very parvoular
vigw of chiy moving image, In
sharp conuragt 1o th widely
assumed notion of the cinema as
sealed black bax, this light
entrance hall also acts asa
ginema. A second screen,
supanded opposice the
entrance, confronts the visitor
on entering and a raked canapy
over the entrance lobby is also a
Balcany designed (o seat around
L0 peaple. This space i3 available
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o visitors as they wait or
wander through the galleries of

the cindmarthéque and, with

wigwd avir thi gntrence hall and
o the second screen, alio blurs
the distinction bevaeen
observer and observed In ways
which the craditionally dark and
encladed cinama rarely achievas.
Throughout the building the
detalling is merticulows and
Inspired, A series of glass and
sraad lyyars filoer light, a
fragmant of the concrate frame
of the existing school is suddenly
exposed and the paleste of
materials within these internal
spaces s monochromatic, The
tongs of black and grey togecher
with tha lustre and grain of
surfaces exemplify Sontag’s
sense of film. The circuitous
threading of public routes
through the building amd the

design of the lighting foous
attention on people and the
movement of groups across the

spacai in a theatrical manaer

which contrasts with the meaner
public spaces sometimes
associated with cinema-gaing.
Whils photographs can be

collected, the cinematic irage
recalls the passing ghmpse. The
design of this building
successfully creates and frames a
surios of those glimpses which
eambing Both ity and
artifaces. old bidldirgs and mivw
light bowx. actor and audience,
street and room - fleeting images
which are tantalizingly projected,
through architecture, into the
lite and spaces af the city,
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