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raic awards—architectural Firm

aBOVe, leFt tO riGht ConstruCted of painted 
metal, the interpretive model of the 
Canadian museum for human rights 
was part of the Found objects exhibi
tion by sauCier + perrotte for the 2004 
biennale of arChiteCture; inside the 
montreal offiCes of sauCier + perrotte 
arChiteCtes.

saucier + PerrOtte architectes

Founded in 1988 by Gilles Saucier and André 
Perrotte, Saucier + Perrotte architectes has 
gained international renown for its institutional, 
cultural, and residential projects. The firm 
represented Canada at the prestigious Architec
ture Biennale of Venice in 2004, and has been 
honoured with numerous awards, including five 
Governor General’s Medals in Architecture. 
Saucier + Perrotte’s highly acclaimed buildings 
have been published the world over, reflecting 
the office’s status as one of Canada’s premier 
design firms. While continuing to add to its body 
of significant built work in Quebec and Ontario, 
the firm is also currently working in Alberta and 
Malaysia. In addition, Saucier + Perrotte has 
designed projects in Japan, China, and the 
Middle East.

Located in the heart of Montreal’s Little Italy, 
Saucier + Perrotte architectes occupies a 60
yearold industrial building converted by the 
firm. The partners are proud to be part of the 

renewal of this area of the city. Recent S+P 
projects that have garnered top awards include 
the Communication, Culture and Technology 
Building (University of Toronto at Mississauga), 
which received the 2008 Governor General’s 
Medal in Architecture, a 2007 Award of Excel
lence from the Ontario Association of Architects 
(OAA), and the Ordre des architectes du Québec 
(OAQ); the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical 
Physics (Waterloo, Ontario), honoured with the 
2006 Governor General’s Medal in Architecture, 
and both an OAA and OAQ Award of Excellence 
in 2005; the new Schulich School of Music 
Building (McGill University); the New College 
Student Residence (University of Toronto), 
which received a Canadian Architect Award of 
Excellence; the First Nations Exhibition Pavilion 
in Montreal, also a recipient of a Governor 
General’s Medal in Architecture, a Canadian 
Architect Award of Excellence, and an OAQ Award 
of Excellence; the School of Architecture and 

Design for the Université de Montréal; Gérald
Godin College in SteGeneviève, whose prizes 
include the OAQ Grand Prix d’Excellence; a hotel 
for the Orford Arts Centre; the Canadian Em
bassy in Abu Dhabi; Michel Brisson men’s store 
in Old Montreal; and Boutique Philippe Dubuc.

Ongoing major projects include River City, a 
1,000unit, 3.8acre LEED Gold master plan in 
Toronto’s industrial West Don Lands; the new 
Science and Technology Building for John Abbott 
College in SteAnnedeBellevue; a hotel tower 
in Kuching, Malaysia; the National Mountain 
Centre Museum and Climbing Facility in Can
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tOP a large photograph of QuebeC’s 
KamourasKa region hangs in the 
offiCes of s+p for Creative inspiration.  
it is reminisCent of sauCier’s own Child
hood memories of the area. aBOVe, leFt tO 

riGht dramatiC and refined detailing is 
evident throughout this menswear 
store (2007), operated by montreal 
Clothier miChel brisson; the flagship 
store for montreal Clothing designer 
philippe dubuC (2006).

more, Alberta; and the Centre de Villégiature 
Montcalm, a 70room hotel in Quebec’s Lanau
dière region.

Throughout the firm’s history, Gilles Saucier 
and André Perrotte have recognized the impor
tance of education and have been involved in 
lecturing and teaching locally and abroad. This 
year, Saucier has lectured at the AIA San Fran
cisco and for the Séminaire international Phyllis 
Lambert at the Université de Montréal, and 

Perrotte spoke in July 2008 at the Annual Confer
ence of the Society of College and University 
Planning. Past lecture series for S+P have in
cluded talks at several universities, the New York 
Architectural League, and the Royal Ontario 
Museum. Notably, Saucier was one of three 
architects in Canada invited to accompany the 
Governor General’s team to promote Canadian 
culture through a series of state visits to Finland 
and Iceland. In addition to the 2004 Architecture 
Biennale in Venice, Saucier + Perrotte has pre
viously been part of three important exhibitions: 
Les lieux de la couleur, presented at the Canadian 
Centre for Architecture (CCA) in 2000, Childhood 
Landscapes/Topographical Unfoldings, presented in 
Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa, and Buffalo between 
2002 and 2004, and more recently, Substance 
Over Spectacle in Vancouver (2005).

In 2002, the Canadian Centre for Architecture 
(CCA) began archiving architectural drawings 
and models by Saucier + Perrotte, and in 2007, 

they selected the firm to design its exhibition on 
the oil crisis of the 1970s, entitled 1973: Sorry, Out 
of Gas.

Saucier + Perrotte is regularly invited to parti
cipate in major international competitions and 
has been a finalist in several in recent years. The 
firm won the prestigious competition for the 
Bank Street Building on Parliament Hill in 
Ottawa and was shortlisted for the design of the 
Grande Bibliothèque du Québec, the new Mon
treal Cultural and Administrative Complex, the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights in Winni
peg, and the AIST African Institute of Science 
and Technology International Competition in 
Nigeria. Saucier + Perrotte also recently worked 
on the design of a new 2,300seat permanent 
theatre for the Cirque du Soleil in Tokyo.

Gilles Saucier received his diploma in archi
tecture from the University of Laval (B.Arch. in 
1982). After working at Cayouette Saia in the 
1980s with André Perrotte, he founded Saucier + 
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Perrotte architectes with Perrotte in 1988. Since 
1990, he has been a visiting professor and an 
invited critic at several Canadian and American 
universities, including the Université de 
Montréal, McGill University, the University of 
Toronto, the University of British Columbia, and 
Seattle University. As design partner, he is res
ponsible for the overall design of each project, en
suring that the team responds to all design 
criteria. His commitment to design excellence is 
well recognized by the architectural press world
wide. Additionally, his work as a photographer 
has finetuned his approach to architecture and 
has helped evolve his perspective on the world 
and his work.

Along with Saucier, André Perrotte studied 
architecture at Laval University in Quebec City, 
graduating the same year. Cofounding the firm 
in 1988, Perrotte's role is as project architect, in 
charge of the coordination of each step of the 
design and construction process, and in charge of 
the administrative management of each client. In 
conjunction with Saucier, he is involved in the 
design of every project, and directs the flow of 
information between all parties involved in the 
design process.

Perrotte possesses a vast field of expertise, 
mainly in managing multidisciplinary teams 
from control to production, costs to schedules, 
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aBOVe, leFt tO riGht Completed during mon
treal’s reCession of the 1990s, the 
CinémathèQue QuébéCoise (1997) intro
duCes some of the firm’s uniQue treat
ment of steelandglass detailing; 
inspired by the adjaCent tree Canopy, 
the first nations garden pavilion at the 
montreal botaniCal garden (2001) 
marKs one of many turning points in 
the firm’s fine balanCe of landsCape 
and building; s+p was a finalist in the 
infamous design Competition for the 
Canadian museum for human rights in 
winnipeg (2005). leFt designed in Collab
oration with dma, géraldgodin Col
lege (1999) represents a signifiCant 
advanCement in s+p’s ability to worK 
with expressive Curtain walls. BOttOm leFt 
the iConiC south façade of the perim
eter institute for theoretiCal physiCs in 
waterloo, ontario (2004).
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and techniques to construction systems. He is 
widely recognized for the rigour and creativity of 
his approach towards construction as an expres
sion of contemporary culture.

Since 1989, Perrotte has taught architecture 
and has been a visiting critic at several Canadian 
universities, including the Université de Mon
tréal, the University of Waterloo, the University 
of Toronto, McGill University, and UQAM (Uni
versité du Québec à Montréal).

The work of Saucier + Perrotte varies in scope 
and scale as the firm believes that the architec
tural process can touch all aspects of design 
intervention—from master planning to the re
development of heritage projects, from single
family homes to sustainably designed dwelling 
complexes, from museums and theatres to 
interiors and exhibition spaces. The office enjoys 
working through a collaborative process in de
signing progressive, futureoriented buildings, 
bringing together architectonic notions with 
social, cultural, and topographic juxtapositions.

Since its inception, Saucier + Perrotte has 
integrally linked its architecture to the land
scape—to the evolving topography of each site it 
addresses. Every commission stresses the 
specific physical and symbolic importance of 
each project’s site and is a reflection of the firm’s 
understanding of architecture’s role in shaping 
the contemporary city and the rural landscape. 
Saucier + Perrotte seeks out creative design 
solutions, bringing together notions of discovery 
and learning, providing users and visitors with a 
new perspective of what architecture can be and 
introducing new ways of perceiving the world 

around them.
S+P believes in architecture’s inherent poten

tial to play a positive role as an instrument of 
progress within an institution and its commu
nity. To the firm, an architectural design concept 
must play an important role in expressing the 
positive cultural values represented by a client, 
institution, or community. The work undertaken 
by the firm is done with the goal of providing a 
design that brings to fruition the goals of clients 
while producing architecture that contributes to a 
better world.

Promoting exchange and encouraging dis
course are underlying principles that are found 
in the designs of the recently completed cultural 
and educational projects including the Communi
cation, Culture and Technology Building for the 
University of Toronto at Mississauga (2008), 
recipient of the Governor General’s Medal in 
Architecture, and likewise at the new stateof
theart building for the School of Music at McGill 
University, considered to be one of the world’s 
preeminent facilities for sound technology and 
recording. These projects are based on the 
creation of an environment of open communica
tion amongst all the building’s users—professors, 
researchers, students and visitors alike.

The design for the Perimeter Institute for 
Theoretical Physics in Waterloo, Ontario (2008), 
recipient of an International Architecture Award 
and the 2006 winner of the Governor General’s 
Medal in Architecture, is planned around the 
idea of users creating meeting spaces that gener
ate informal discourse. The Taylor Family Digital 
Library for the University of Calgary campus is 

also a key project for Saucier + Perrotte in which 
the firm pushed the boundaries of what libraries 
can be, incorporating the latest in digital technol
ogies as well as an art museum. Other projects 
featuring museum and gallery design include the 
renowned Cinémathèque Québécoise (a film and 
media museum in Montreal), the widely ac
claimed Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
proposal for Winnipeg, the National Mountain 
Centre in Alberta, the Faculty of Design and 
Planning for the Université de Montréal, and the 
First Nations Garden Pavilion.

Saucier + Perrotte is excited by each challenge 
it faces, whether dealing with master planning or 
a redevelopment of both industrial and historic 
settings. The firm is currently engaged in a 
1,000unit sustainable housing development in 
the West Don Lands of Toronto, a waterfront area 
with a long industrial past. This is an extremely 
engaging design exercise as it brings new life to 
an area that was empty for many years. Moreover, 
interventions such as this one by Saucier + 
Perrotte have often been met with critical and 
client acclaim, even in competitions. Some of 
these include a new master plan proposal for the 
University of Toronto Faculty of Law Precinct; the 
master plan competition for the campus of the 
African Institute for Science and Technology 
(AIST) in Abuja, Nigeria; the Khandama Develop
ment in Mecca, Saudi Arabia; and the Silo #5 
industrial redevelopment along Montreal’s Old 
Port.

While Saucier + Perrotte is committed to sus
tainable design, it is also committed to architec
tural creativity and innovation. Often, design that 
is so focused on achieving green design innova
tion neglects the creative process that leads to 
great architecture. The S+P team shares the 
understanding that the best solutions are devel
oped through creativity and design innovation. 
The designoriented team works to define new 
synergistic relationships between sustainability 
and architectural excellence to the extent where 
they become integrated and indistinguishable 
from one another. 

Jury comments
The quality of the work of Saucier + Perrotte 
architectes and their commitment to excellence 
were the major determinants in our choice of the 
firm as award recipients. Their work explores 
many different themes—light and material, 
landscape and architecture, abstraction and 
occupation. The firm has pursued and achieved 
poetics of space in architecture, and as a result, 
has represented Canada abroad in publications 
and exhibitions like the Venice Biennale.
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clOcKwise FrOm tOP leFt the proposal for the national mountain Centre in Canmore, 
alberta was designed by sauCier + perrotte arChiteCtes in Collaboration with marC 
boutin arChiteCts; the new building for the sChuliCh sChool of musiC at mCgill uni
versity (2005) in montreal; the refleCtive façade of the CommuniCation, Culture and 
teChnology building at the university of toronto at mississauga (2004).
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