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Canadian Architect

Four Queboc Theatres




Theatres:
Urban Interludes

By Joseph Bakar

| Bmall theatre b thriving in Montreal,

gying old bulidings and slipping lete
tho cracks and emply spaces in the wban
Inbric.
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Tha investment of casling structures wilh
nerw s s apes okl On the Adristic, aftes
tha fall af the Roman Ermpirn, Diockobion s
palaca wisl cooupied by ganaratiang of agust
tars oo Baoorms e Bul-bion fown of Bplll
Thea thaatre of Manceiles at the foot of the
Capitzling hil in Roms was done owar by
architect Pengszi &s a homa for the Savall
farniy. Buddings Rabom, Maw Lises fr (g
Budings and scores of othar btlas have odocis-
mentad innovative recycling of avenything from
brewerins bo brickeorks, corvents to consat
factorion. Indood, & would appear thal the
mast ntarasting and sonaltive conbamponary
archieciure resess b tha anfarced dissi
pline of existing frameworks land comersaly
that without S CONSEENES @A CL MoET
detinguished practiones, given his haad, &
quite capable of going completely off i),
Restoration, recycling. reconsbraction, call
it what you will, such work kas had a salu-
tary effact on currest achitecture; rat anly
Fas it ingtlled & reepact for cardext and 1tha
work ol precdecessors, but it has ratumod
srohibscts’ sttemtion 1o the volume within this

anvelops, & hed too often sbandonad bo so
called space phrmsrs and wiorse, When the
interior is essantialy Sl there is with which o
wirk, & crestive hand makes of it achitecture.
Borromini turmed kol theattical mimdes
bahind the miruscule beades of 5. lvo and
S, Cading

Thiris In e & sgndfcant plus thal acoom
pankad thes Tarm of anchitectural endeavour,

-

Certairky the final resuk owes much to tha
corternpamny hand. bul Hke those intriguing
palmpeasts, iraces ol an carler hand at work
pheomt throegh, ackding the enmcheg damant of
i B0 the final resuli

While Montraal has wilnessed the wasting
o s theatre and vaudevile houses bacoma-
pichare palaces, branstorming them into cut-
el pharnaces, lanynnthine mn-cinemas, or
decaming bullks and heaps of ebble. theatra
el g pevartheless aphentdidy sbee ard wal
i tha city. & recant ecen of the telepharn
dnciony reviiled 1he axElnoe of soma 15
et companian in and sround the metropo-
b8, & prohuss and ovarahelmingly frence
phna aclisity thal dispsls any notion that
Qs wnique CLiture i in denger of baing
swamped iy an English tde. Mery corpanies
a#e of relafivaly recant orig: susstaned with
the baresl maounces. they pesform in any
madwmakift quarers they can legelly open to
tha public. And thare are sk ssenplary Facil
miie that v bistin caresd ol i the inker
ancod of o rakghbouhoods, spuirmelsd
e @ curtiin of grévelonss o into the sub
stantial legacy of dalunct indsstry

¥aars aq0 an aary |ead wae grean when the
Engiish-lanquage Centaur thestse fsurd a home
im e quertars of they Mioniresl Saock Exchange.
The traciars decampad 108 new kcation in the
Mk Boratti bowers of Place Vicloria, (Come
o thirk of &, ora of Britain's most adventurous
eorpankaa carved o nicka bor tealf i the man
wrarial pla of tha Marchaster Roysl Exchange:
wiil wolkd Bracht mako of this féwe dallarce
m thae housss of Capital?)

Trus, the dowricen Place des Adts com-
ples sl plays host 10 the Montrasl Symphomy
and Opara, tha Andrere Loy Wabar eatrava-
ganas and the rmspactad Ducegpe thaatra
company, while acroms the shreet, ot the
Thadtre du Mouveau Morda, the stars of the
Quabae thaatrcal firmamand sbing @ brghthy
&8 ewer. Eligwhirs, howiwar, moed dchesn bue
ous companias can be found cobabiing chaek
By el with tha cloth trade, the emgariums of
th Mlain, be boutques and bars of S Denis.
Ouastre: Sous, Rideay Viarl, Thédire & aujour-
desb, and row Carbon 14 and Espace Go are
a firm presence outside the tradtioesl hub
Thay brng back what avery sound neighbiour-
hood raeds—zamathing of the puilc stature
that was onca corriusnd by the kacal ploture
pelsce and tha comar bank; Thiry &m witat
Jene dscoks has temmed, ©steench bulidings”

Mo exanple margs this iem mos than
does tha Monument Mational. Deaam of &
ratoralist bourpacisie to creala a garuing
mason du deupke for the ediication of the
masses, the Monument Mational never
atianed its hoped-far patential. inhabited and
frecuented by divarse cthnic grougs. dvar Tha
yoars it larquished and cromiled el in tha
B0 i becane home b the Masonsl Theatre
School of Canada. Fram then on 85 Cimamaous



apdcas bnd ligidaied ultonim woud fur
twra Tha takents of wouldoe aciors, ditectors
il scanogaghaers, many of its laurestes
by houpshcld names in kath of the coun
Ry walnudes At the bagenrg of this
decacda, goeamment and praase faundetors
proeded the funds to undertake & complebe
mmravatian that refurbished the Ludper Duesr-
rary Audfodue, niradused an experimeetal
Biack box oo the buildng's cagacious vrder
taly, and prosedad a strestanerted |obiy tal
Fasts many of the aty's festval organeatons.

Quite appropriata for The Seou's Stratagem
o The Inportsnce of Boing Eamesr, the audi-
goruiim, | found, & leas swied o Winasrdond
Clauda Lepage’s Elsmomn. the video trcks
saamad at odds with s ngd proscemum ach,
el et factouls ard rococo. A9 odde too,

5 the introducnen of catwalks and bghteg
grids below the omameal ceiing. St the
principal wocaton of the bulkding mncludng the
axditanum iz pedagogical, and ao clarm 5
macks for mehantcity. The srchitects, Blouin
Faucher Aubetin Brodeur Gauther, hive set-
tied for the duson of opuence. After & whal
is thaatre # not 1Tuson and sheckess, s wied
wanerabie Lesdan or Wew Yok houss woulkd
bear axposate o the ful gkt of dey?

On the other hard, i the suales setog of
Limne T, Mchel Trembbes Alerting on ging
tarye senmed righ al hosne, Har, i o akd
@m lactory nthe haan of Nonlreals working
Class mast e the chamsciers in e iy
might posity bores wandsied in off the steat,
and az il o meeforee he point The sl wes o
rrrar irage of b speciators’ bhadhens
“C" for Carbson 14, the previcushy ilingsant
company in quest of B permarant aboke. and
"G For Gonfiurn Apymond, once the mijor
saurce of eeplaymant in the quanien, smong
whose vats, bolkers, jelles ol jam-jas. 1he
theatricals caeme [0 rest Lsra O, iansformed
by architaets Saucier + Pamotte, now houses
a tataly feclis auditorium that al the Bck of
asergarl pwiches can B arsdoeried 1o gra-
=ent o variety of sRating foemats, send bridgas
o rolion, drop the floor out of sight. o
rechicie the hedl 00 the indusstrial shad in which
the compay has ith (oot

Usine & places littk $30rs 4 sansss of
entry. " Waitreg hall” weimid battar desosiba the
oy, Pairors sppoar relactant bo dhvest tham.
wnivan ol hée caati; i tha chilly stmasphing
these lend o aly On, SOLIE upluMmai—ana
expecls 10 esounes Mother Courage mand-
g heer besieragregs thecuagh tha hlackon-black
elaed cligntirde obldoun 10 avything but hair
el BEMEE] CormyerBaliing

The radisnal theatre glaced grest storm
am enlry g preparation. faclitating transition
1o that supengion of debalaf congiderd tha
sadevice of thadbra; arving in 1ha Fogpe
maountig e stairg, scannng e s, saal.
ey aneeell s the giow of lights and plaster
cherne A& Ssbncily different saparenon is.

encountargd in tha ndustrial vemacular of e
toriemporary theatre: the small concesson b
et tha reicaralint docos. laava liti douht
it w arc in e an NG xpon orss
T Fayler = mutk-functional, agualy sutad o
avanad pahibton schadue; tha coffer shap
Iadz @5 awn Ife. the madiorum owar dlmos]
by Ehare 10 B irrgaeratieis of productan
light, soundd and. yas, perfomance. It is
essanbally a theatra warkshop, tha uftimate
"Hack bak” 1o which the audsence iz admitted
86 widvy, Afi drain SecaRsnaly, 10 AT Rta
Espace Gots ona of the e mstances in
recent bdoniressl mamony whene a theate
mmpany has decided ta buld an ertinely new
Spalty an an wiben sitg, | could of sourea.
P Palicrsed tha reule of adagnng space n
a aasting buldng—8ontnms has ary number
of herfage charactars in seaech of an interest-
g cecupant—but It wos egually important
1t an avanl garde compaiy Mmake 8 row and
oreatva gesture within the eusting urban bs
sue. Cartainly ths city & not laclong in hoes
ad scars awadrg approprate nfil. Pickng up

curs frar is commercial neghbours. yet dis-
playing aresclutely modermest expres=ion,
Eepace Ga, agan by architacts Bouin Fauoher
Subertn Brogeur Gauthier, has dopaed o s
skot on the Man so combortably that it & fre-
quenthy msurned o be one moee inog sanes of
thaatrn rencvations:

Thesa modest Montres! thestres do nit
competecn the same terain @ Fa cobanng
reresvals rd eoosrtreitiog undewriian by
mpresaros avteds Quehec. The Pantages.
Prrge af Wakes ard Lvenl hestis pdores a0
Auchence that woud be equily &2 Too ot
Place deg Arts with Fhantem, Sagoa and Dty
There they get orimrce, frescs chanibs, gltter
and ghow Thal g etarainmen But al atime
when strting vl eflects aesiull Cour SEnses
through cnema, oyberspace and e binck-
burster products of S b houses, itis limey
and reasiurry fo bed aetlings where tha spo
Ko wore i [ree to wark e own madgs, &

onsigt, Bdey 18 & Ko OF STATAIDS 1 M |Liar
By o Lo

Manct 1o Camptiaes Arghlisch "



Theatre 1:
Production
Factory

Am aldd jmes lncbory bs iransissmed isbo &
pearmansnt homs for Carbone 14's sxperi-
mantsl prodectiens.
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Usine ©, Montreal
Saucwer + Pemotte Architecles

Pholos page 20, fop: the public sbair frees bebly
B M seissed e loger and oifices s framed
by an inclined yelioe plaster wall
Bottom the eatrisgs beidgs Lal lafb ovarlooke
the cafd, whick haa basn srcavated fro the
boller resm of the lormer jam leotory.

Pags 21, lop: the new szpossd bl sbrecters
of the performescs hall supports & seriss of
lighting catwslis. The back wall s rebssllt from
tha reconstituted brichs of the Reatery.
Bothoms the koyor babwssn the parformance hall
snd the suldoor court. In contrast be the heavy
wapsed concrete ol the sdating lecbory, new

anleos digh and trans
I ¥ The slendar mullian was
ewmlaped with the wind 1
Lessasid s we Lesisux, by figuring o

standard window to make s Hssction.
This pages, 100 806 hartom
The sntrasce irom rus Visitstlon. The chi

marks the pressade of ks Thesire, visible all the

wiay from rue Ste-Catharing, The legads plays
off the indusirial charsiter o the old lacbary,
addiag & fire siair cled in corton abeel ko amplity
the Industrisl patina,

The monumsnisl wood laciory doors are used
an a secosdary entrance ol rue Lalonds,
Diwinili e nes Panet slovation is & isysrsd com.
position of grey imestons and belok, with woad,
palvaniaed and paiated seel, and o cortan wisal
dinplay bax,

The court s ks from
tha adjscest lubly, foyer. sed preciice seilie,

Prolte, Qiles Seucier, Frarch
Thasdn, Fees Bouchand, Duce Jusros. Foben Do
Wi Popcibare] s Pelland

Structursl baton, Cyr & Soaccis e
Mechasbcal/Elactrioal L Groge Tekods
Thastrs Soins
Phess it

Bupplhers: OGO stenan nafing): Caradian Ciysum
Company Dual wptemn!

oty 58.1 il bl Siugarant)
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Photography Jeoqes L, pp. 70 21 iop) ks
Lafossat, pp. 21 dbaotiomd, 72
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In kesping with the splet of irvantan and
S Latican which chanscternzes the wark
of Montreal basad parformance troups

Carbons 14, tha design of a faclity containing
8 new thaabra, officas and practoe studios is a

raw and resounatul axercise in transformation.

Cragr tha last faw yoars, the international
stalurg of Carbana 14 has scared, their
uriu eambination of performance, dance
and s draswing critical secksim. The archi-
tecd and chant ambarked upoa a s2arch for an
approgriata parmanent home base to pul an
and to Carbone 14's nomadic occupation of
warious spacas nanss the city—warebausss,
tactones, an okl fia station. The thril of o
chalongs wan Bl tver oofmaeticn: mther
thas galscting o ste in the mairstream down-
1owm heb of erqertainment actvity, they chose
10 adapt the site of an existing turn-of-the-cen-
tury jam Factony in & working class ares in
nast-and Mantreal, tuming @ into o Auid, e
ble parformance space.,

& U shaped counl m cresbed Dabwdan the
msea of the sxiating factory, which cortalng all
pubdc gathering areas at ground level and

suppart and edministratie functions above,
and new wolumes, one contaning the practica

shudics, ard the other. & 450-saat theatre. This
intimabs exterior Bpace, scteaible from the
main hall, the practice @twdo and the foyer,
can B umed in The summer during inbermis-
mans O by the perfomens,

Tha 1all chinmey adacant to the fourstoney
Erick Tactory becomes a markar far the e
Ehaaten. A abood, glass snd cortan-olod box
conkiring & atalr fosts abawva tha antrance
wndl @ Broed Btair lesdng down o the café

A atbanuated anchineciural promanaoe
ks membars of the sedence from ne Wis-
taon indo the body of the trangformed facto-
ry. A ramp lgading up to the entranca trans-
fcema it & bridge owericaking the lowarleval
el which inhabts tha old Ballar ream,

Thi Indar sapebnos continugs mo & long
opan-plan antrance hal, which is punctusted
Iy enposnd congrete columns, and lanked by
@ Bickat bocith. Further into this space along
the west skle. a doublo haight yallow plaster
wall irnitas vartical ascent. A light stoal and
mapio stak nesas throwugh tha apaning crosted
Iy this alamant, landng to tha sacond foor
ferpe, wath the promensde finally berminating n
an axpansive plass wal overlocking rue Panet
A ground leval, the loblby sequence continues

1. gaeen [
. oy T. ekl

L palic eftrarce B comt e
i ety B warbaop
B oo 13 ald below 10 s

1. oy

ewers 0 armall Mgt of stais, 1o ba inbersectod
by thi eroes-asds of tha lingar foyer pamda b
thia parfarnancs kel Tha hamy woodon fac.
tory doors at the end of this foyer dlso sene
5 A publi; entrance

The paformance hall is a Rexible shed
which parmits a varkety of configurations
thresugh modular seating. A serics of stosl
brdges hing batwaon the tnisses, slowng
ansy access in lghting. In the foyer overiook-
ing the costyand, very fine vertizal aluminum
mullions dematenaize the glazed wal between
irside and outside.

Tha messhve coacrete structura of the
axisting Factony s exposad and colabrated,
and inapres & playful “irvanted archeoiogy.
wherslly rew soid concrete elements, such
as the board formed corcrete wall of the mmp
Eetwesn labby and foyer, render ambigucus:
what is now and what is old.

Far the most part. however, new construc-
tion is kght and deficate ta contrast in weight
ard teiture with the exisbng siructure. The
uza of exposed structural stacl in bath the
practice sudic and the performance space
echoas the industrial quality of the factony yet
remaing dstinct. B
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